
tomers.  

      Please forgive so many facts. 

Another, a friend of ours, Charity 

Hicks, was arrested mid-May for 

resisting the cut-off of her water 

and that of her neighbors. She is yet 

to be charged, but we are following 

her case. I think of other move-

ments which started when one per-

son said NO and others rallied to 

non-violent action.  We need direct 

action teams ready to move on 

neighborhoods under the assault of 

the shut-off key. She would also be 

a great plaintiff in a Human Rights 

action with the United Nations. 

These are invitations. 

       Next summer our congregation 

will assist in hosting a Word and 

World school, a biblical learning 

village, foucused on land and water 

in Detroit. Another invitation to 

help. At St Peter’s one of our mem-

bers, Erinn Fahey has been trained 

as a water engineer, with an eye to 

these and similar issues of environ-

mental justice. She and others are 

exploring what’s been called Wa-

tershed Discipleship.  We need to 

see ourselves increasingly as part of 

the Great Lakes basin as a biore-

gion. The Rouge watershed is our 

parish. These waters belong not to 

the banks and corporations, but to 

the people, to all earth’s creatures. 

And so we must be allies to the 

poor in this moment. 

       Let justice roll down like 

mighty waters, and righteousness 

like an everflowing stream. 

 

Bill Wylie-Kellermann 

Dear Friends: 

      Fifty years ago in his Ken-

tucky hermitage, Thomas Merton 

wrote: 

Let me say this before rain be-

comes a utility that they can plan 

and distribute for money. By "they" I 

mean the people who cannot un-

derstand that rain is a festival, 

who do not appreciate its gratuity, 

who think that what has no price 

has no value, that what cannot be 

sold is not real, so that the only 

way to make something actual is 

to place it on the market. The time 

will come when they will sell you 

even your rain. At the moment it is 

still free, and I am in it. I celebrate 

its gratuity and its meaningless-

ness. “Rain and the Rhinoceros” 

in Raids on the Unspeakable 

 

      Stick with me here, Friends. 

Rain is a gift of grace, falling on 

the just and the unjust. Its waters 

are also a necessity of life. In the 

1990’s under structural adjustment 

imposed by the World Bank, water 

was privatized in Cochabamba, 

Bolivia. When Bechtel corporation 

tripled the water rates, people be-

gan collecting rain water off their 

roofs and in cisterns. Whereupon 

Bechtel claimed all the water be-

longed to them and tried charging 

people for the rainwater. This 

sparked an uprising that drove out 

the corporation.  A decade later 

the General Assembly of the Unit-

ed Nations declared water to be a 

human right. 

       

      In Detroit at present Governor 

Snyder through the Emergency 

Manager has hired dozens of pri-

vate contractors to shut-off water to 

120,000- 150,000 homes - any 

which are more than $150 in ar-

rears. Several things are at work. 

This is clearly an attempt to make 

the Water Department cash rich, 

altering quickly its bottomline, so as 

to make it more valuable for sale or 

regionalization. The Water Depart-

ment is a public trust serving a hu-

man right and cannot, must not, be 

sold to service the banks. Water is 

the emblem of the commons, not to 

be privatized and commodified.  

Families without water risk losing 

their children to Child Protective 

Services. Most of these shut-offs 

are for black folks, compounding 

the predatory loans and foreclosures 

driving them out of their homes and 

out of the city.  Currently the Emer-

gency Manager is targeting higher-

density communities to the north 

for the fast cash, but one can envi-

sion the day when water shut-offs 

become the final boot to folks try-

ing to hold on to a place having sur-

vived foreclosures and withdrawal 

of schools, churches, fire, police 

and other services in neighborhoods 

marked for termination. 

       Meanwhile, corporate-types 

like Mike Illich, who owes $80,000 

in water bills for Joe Louis Arena, 

is getting a new stadium, the land 

for $1. If you add Ford Field, the 

Golf Course, and other corporate 

water users, their indebtedness is 

twice that owed by residential cus-
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My family had the heart and life chang-

ing experience of using a restorative 

justice approach to assist in healing a 

very difficult time in our lives when one 

of our daughter’s was sexually assault-

ed. As one can imagine, this event 

affected me and my family in a multi-

tude of ways. When the assault oc-

curred, all my attention and caring went 

toward my daughter and all the blame 

for what happened was turned toward 

myself.  Thoughts ran through my mind 

like, “If I had been more loving…”, “If I 

had never let her out of my sight…”, “If I 

had paid closer attention to the people 

living in my neighborhood…” If I had 

_______”, this horrible thing would not 

have happened to her. Some of the 

ways in which our culture teaches us 

about human relationship is by using 

fear, the illusion of scarcity, division, 

blame, and violence in many forms. ”I” 

becomes more important than “we”, 

privacy rather than transparency be-

comes the norm. We are also not 

“allowed” to feel much about anything 

or anyone. Showing how much we care 

for one another undermines our system 

that is based on greed and fear. My 

“cultural training” came up quickly when 

my daughter was assaulted. I wanted to 

blame myself as her mother and then 

blamed the man who raped her. Neither 

of those perspectives helps with healing 

hurts nor moving our society toward a 

place of love, community, taking respon-

sibility, considering our “collective op-

pression” or justice. 

I believe that people are inherently 

good, doing their very best under a very 

oppressive society that intentionally 

keeps us afraid and separated. Even so, 

when my daughter was hurt, I reverted 

for a period of time, to blaming and 

hating and distancing myself from 

others. 

Using the restorative justice model 

helped me look at the places where I 

hold hatred in my heart, where I need 

to take responsibility for not just what 

happens to me or what I have done 

wrong or right, but also for what my 

part is in what happens to others in 

my immediate and extended circles.  I 

am forced to look at the fact that I am 

connected to what others do and 

what happens to everyone. This re-

quires giving up blaming anyone. It 

means expecting a person who makes 

a mistake to apologize, correct the 

mistake and never to do it again.  This 

also requires us as a human communi-

ty to provide enough and appropriate 

resources to the person who has 

made the mistake. It means deciding 

to be fully inclusive of all people and 

develop human relationships with 

everyone.  It means choosing human 

relationships over the accumulation of 

material possessions and privilege. 

This is no small task under the training 

and thumb of capitalism. 

Using the restorative justice process 

forced me to look at how I am like my 

daughter’s perpetrator. Where do I 

have and sometimes use, “power 

over” another person? Where do I try 

to get away with not taking responsi-

bility for my actions, decisions and 

how they impact others and the plan-

et? What had to happen to me for me 

to behave in this way? Where had he 

been “assaulted”? Where had his 

power as a man of color, person with 

a disability and who is poor been tak-

en away from him systematically and 

intentionally?  Where has he been 

“left out”? Where do I distance myself 

from people “like him”? I cry as I think 

about it now. None of us has escaped 

this kind of training that puts each of us 

in the position of being both a victim 

and a perpetrator.  

Another way using the restorative jus-

tice process has assisted in my healing 

is that it required me to open my heart 

to all of my feelings … sadness, rage, 

betrayal, disappointment, and at the 

same time receive support from many 

circles of family, friends, neighbors and 

a broader community. It meant having 

to recognize my importance to others. I 

think we often underestimate our sig-

nificance to the people in our lives and 

find it difficult to easily accept help, 

love, support, appreciation and grati-

tude. As angry, sad and disappointed as 

I was during this period of time, people 

stayed close to me. Restorative justice 

requires us to stay close up and person-

al with each other no matter what, re-

membering each other’s goodness and 

humanity. 

I am grateful for the Detroit Restorative 

Justice Center for all the time and lov-

ing attention they provided me, my 

family, neighbors and wider community 

during this past year. While the final 

outcome of the situation was not what 

we wanted, I believe that using the 

restorative justice process has been a 

part of undermining a punitive system 

that hurts everyone and heals no one.  

The work being done at the center is 

sacred and in large part is about rede-

fining what true love really means and 

looks like in action. 

For more information about the Detroit 

Area Restorative Justice Center, con-

tact Marcia Lee at  313-434-1901. 

Restorative Justice as a Way of Life. A personal Reflection by Cindy Tobias 



Good Friday Walk through the streets of Detroit 
This year as we remembered the 

crucifixion, mindful of it’s continu-

ing today we walked and reflected 

on  

 

1. Manna Meal 

2. The Loss of Public Space 

3. Water 

4. Immigration 

5. Emergency Management 

6. Banks and Bankruptcy  

7. Drones 

8. LGBT justice in the Churches 

9. DTE/ Fermi III 

10. Our Schools 

 

It is a collaboration of the Detroit 

Peace Community, Day House, and 

St. Peter’s.  

 

Join us next year. We begin each 

year at St. Peter’s at Noon 

Water stop at the Detroit River 

 

“Come all who are thirsty, 

come to the waters” 

  Isaiah 55:1 
 

As we read and remember the 

stories of Jesus’ life and death, 

we are confronted with the land-

scape and geography of Jesus’ 

roots. The stories we know so 

deep are not timeless or place-

less, we know the names of the 

roads, the mountains, and the 

bodies of water. We can see the 

crowds gathered at the baptism 

of Jesus in the Jordan. We can 

feel the turbulent waves in the 

storm. Taste the living water 

drawn from the well. We can 

touch the miracle of the fish in 

the Sea of Galilee. The names of 

these places were written and 

remembered throughout history 

because they matter. The land 

we walk on and the water that 

nourishes us are intrinsic to our 

discipleship. 
 

How well do we know our own 

watershed? The rivers and 

streams that feed this river, the 

water that nourishes us with 

drink, cleanses our bodies, and 

feeds our souls with beauty.  
 

The Great Lakes are 20% of the 

world’s fresh water. Yet each 

day, our Lakes are damaged 

economically and ecologically 

by untreated sewage, industrial 

pollutants, and invasive species. 

Around the globe, we are seeing 

violence and conflict over the 

control of water as we no longer 

have enough water to support 

our current use. These lakes are 

next to be commodified and 

privatized, sold and drained, 

bottled and pipelined. The pri-

vatization of water in Detroit is 

imminent. Who will be rooted 

deep enough to feel the water 

start to dry up? Who will claim 

this watershed? Who will speak 

for the water? 
 

Today, we remember Jesus’ last 

walk with our bodies feeling the 

journey with our feet. We are 

not walking in Jerusalem but 

here on the streets of Detroit. 

We carry the cross in this city, 

along this river, in this water-

shed. 

supportive clergyman, and an effective 

leader. 
 

Bill, in turn, stated that some of his goals 

for St. Peter’s were to resume Bible stud-

ies, to maintain our building for outreach 

purposes, to be more involved in Cork-

town, and to adjust the liturgy for special 

seasons of the year.  Sources of joy for Bill 

are public action, preaching, writing, and 

teaching.  He sees St. Peter’s as a spiritual 

force in the community, and he views the 

soup kitchen as a place to see Christ’s 

face in other people. 
 

The vestry also spent time reviewing the 

“wish lists” that congregants submitted 

earlier in the year.  Some of the top prior-

The vestry (leadership team) of St. Peter’s 

held a retreat this spring.. Among the 

questions they asked of each other were: 
 

What is your spiritual quest? 

How does that manifest itself? 

Why are you affiliated with St. Peter’s? 

How does St. Peter’s foster or hinder your 

spiritual quest? 

What would you like people to know 

about you? 
 

One of the purposes of the retreat was to 

show support for Bill, our pastor.  To that 

end, they shared with Bill the ways in 

which he was important to them.  Vestry 

members thanked Bill for being honest, 

humble, nonjudgmental, a good mentor, a 

ities that emerged from the lists were im-

proving the church’s financial situation, 

making necessary repairs for a safer build-

ing, and fostering closer relationships with 

one another. 
 

We give thanks to everyone who participat-

ed in the retreat and especially to those 

individuals who planned the event and made 

their homes available for the meet-

ings.  Let’s all work together and communi-

cate openly with each other so that St. 

Peter’s can do even more to meet our spir-

itual needs, to serve the community, to 

demonstrate that all are welcome, and to 

spread the Good News that Christ is risen 

indeed.   Alleluia!  

Report from Vestry Retreat    

“The land  

we walk on 

and the 

water that 

nourishes us 

are intrinsic 

to our 

discipleship.” 



“with the simple 

intention of 

bringing folks 

together to listen 

to music that can 

inspire and 

deepen our 

movements” 

 

   June 14 8pm Andru Bemis Concert 

Arts and Peace Camp– August 11-15     Ages 6-12 

Noetic Soul Nights 

Fridays– June 20, July 18, and August 15     7-10pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noetic Soul Night is 

a new monthly even-

ing event held in the 

sanctuary of St Pe-

ters with the simple 

intention of bringing 

folks together to lis-

ten to music that can 

inspire and deepen 

our movements.  

Spinning 45s that 

touch on the political 

and the personal, we 

invite all to come 

dance and/or con-

template in commu-

nity.  

Suggested donation: 

$4-12, sliding scale  

 
We could use your help! 
We are seeking sponsors 

for 18 children. Please 
consider making a dona-
tion.  

 
Full sponsorship: $100  
Half sponsorship $50  
       (Tax deductible) 
 
Sponsorship includes; tui-

tion, materials, healthy 
snack, church donation  

 
 
 

Children will participate in 

gardening, cooking, soup 

kitchen, outdoor games, 

music, movement, clay, 

painting and peace educa-

tion  

Location: St. Peters  
Cost:$10-$50 per camper+ 

sponsorship 

Time: Mon-Fri 9-12:30pm 

18 spots available 

 
To contribute: checks, cash 

and paypal available 
 
(payable to St.Peters Epis-

copal church), Write 
“Peace camp”on payment  

 
Mail or Deliver to St. Pe-

ters Episcopal Church  
 
Questions regarding camp 

contact Eva Leventer 
~levenev@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit: Matt Erickson 

guitar styles, quirky hu-
mor, engaging stage 
presence, and exquisite-
ly crafted tunes of travel, 
love, and longing have 
earned Bemis a dedicat-
ed following throughout 
the United States, Mexi-
co, Canada, and be-
yond.   

Learn more at andrube-
mis.com.  

St. Peters is pleased 
to host Andru Bemis 
for a concert.   

A Michigander resid-
ing in South Haven, 
Andru has toured 
through the North 
America. His unmis-
takable voice, light-
ning-fast banjo and 
expressive finger-
picked  



In Remembrance and Celebration of  

+ Shirley Beaupre + 

Shirley Beaupre, commu-

nity warrior, Grail sister, 

lay apostle, liberation advo-

cate, Gaia cosmologist, 

Kern co-laborator, hospita-

ble homeowner, Worker 

sympathizer, St Peter’s pa-

rishioner, Grand Dame of 

Corktown, crossed over to 

God at her home early 

Tuesday May 27, 2014. Al-

leluia. She was 86.  

Shirley was a graduate of 

the Detroit Public Schools, 

Cass Tech High School, 

received a B.A. in philoso-

phy and education from the 

University of Detroit, and 

eventually a Masters in 

Theology from Marquette. 

After teaching high school, 

she spent 6 years in South 

Africa teaching catechetics 

with the lay apostolate for 

the Marianhill missioners. 

This work presaged and 

even fed the changes of 

Vatican II. Upon return, she 

was hired by her home par-

ish, St. Phillip Neri, as the 

first lay Catholic director of 

religious education in the 

country. She fell into a long

-time friendship with Fa. 

Clem Kern of Most Holy 

Trinity, when she called to 

ask his help in a police situ-

ation with an undocumented 

worker and he talked her 

into receiving a guest in 

need to hospitality. For her 

the latter became vocational 

of her home on Bagley for 

the duration.  

 

Hospitality and radical poli-

tics also drew her to the 

Catholic Worker movement  

and also to the Little Broth-

ers of Jesus. She was instru-

mental in the development 

of a low income housing 

project, Clement Kern Gar-

den Apartments in the 

neighborhood (at Bagley 

and Trumbull), and was as-

sociated with a dizzying 

array of organizations and 

ministries. Among them: 

Manna Community Meal, 

Peace Action, Women’s 

International League for 

Peace and Free-

dom, Detroit Coop 

Bank for the Poor, 

Women in Service, 

Hartland Ecovil-

lage, Detroit Co-

Housing, Coalition 

on Temporary 

Shelter, Corktown 

Historic Society, 

Detroit City Coun-

cil Red-Lining 

Committee, De-

troit Block Grant 

Coalition, and the 

Casa Maria Youth 

Center. After a 

spiritual and cos-

mological para-

digm shift, 

prompted by read-

ing Thomas Berry 

and Brian Swimme, she fi-

nally joined the Grail, an 

international community of 

women devoted to a radical 

gospel of environmental 

spirituality and the trans-

formative work of sustaina-

bility.  

  

“community 

warrior, Grail 

sister, lay apostle, 

liberation 

advocate, Gaia 

cosmologist, 

Kern  

collaborator, 

hospitable 

homeowner, 

Worker 

sympathizer, St 

Peter’s 

parishioner, 

Grand Dame of 

Corktown,” 



“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Ca

pti

on 

MPT Love in Action 
Joining the Hive and Taking Active Nonviolence to the Streets 

By Elizabeth Walters, IHM 

Our nonviolent community called 
Meta Peace Team or MPT (formerly 
Michigan Peace Team) is part of 
“The Hive” at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in Detroit. This is blessing, 
new life and energy for us. 
  
One of the many projects that MPT 
is presently working on is a 
“Neighbor to Neighbor” Project. 
The project serves Southwest De-
troit, including the neighborhoods 
surrounding the Hive. This is 
an  area that includes some of the 
oldest and  welcoming Detroit 
neighborhoods. 
  
During 2013 we visited many 
homes, schools, and organizations 
in Southwest Detroit. Our gather-
ings were “Listening   Sessions” that 
enabled us to hear and understand 
what the residents were experienc-
ing in terms of violence, fragmenta-
tion, and unresponsive and/or abu-
sive government services. The ses-
sions also helped us better appreci-
ate residents’ hopes for the future. 
In addition, these sessions gave us 
an opportunity to introduce partici-
pants to MPT’s vision and mission 
and to promote the power of active 
nonviolence when working for so-
cial change. Also we were able to 
identify neighborhood translators, 
leaders and potential leaders, and 
other volunteers in the community 
who are willing to work with us. 
During this process we formed a 

planning committee composed 
of MPT members and South-
west Detroit residents and the 
planning committee purchased 
excellent active nonviolence 
resources in Spanish and Eng-
lish published by Pace e Bene. 
  
In light of the listening ses-
sions, and in partnership with 
residents, the next steps of 
our plan of action are to: 
 
1. Provide educational events 

in Southwest Detroit 
neighborhoods that will lift 
up people power, promote 
the power of nonviolence 
on behalf of social change, 
and give participants 
knowledge, skills, and tools 
to hold city, state, and fed-
eral government repre-
sentatives and city services 
accountable and respon-
sive to resident and neigh-
borhood needs. Also some 
educational events will ex-
plore the convergence of 
environmental and peace 
with justice concerns and 
efforts. 

2. 2Organize community 
building events in South-
west Detroit during 2014 
including a Children’s 
Peace Camp, a Peace Pic-
nic , MPT Zumba for Peace 
gatherings 

3. Facilitate MPT Nonvio-
lence Training sessions 
at two high schools in 
Southwest Detroit. 

4. Facilitate four South-
west Detroit area 
trainings that include 
the skills of active non-
violence, consensus 
decision making, and 
working together as a 
team, and documenta-
tion of human rights 
abuses. 

5. Partner with residents 
during neighborhood 
meetings as they plan 
the next peaceful 
steps for their neigh-
borhood. During these 
meetings MPT will be 
encouraging the for-
mation of neighbor-
hood Peace Teams.  

  
Please know that it is 
great to be in Detroit and 
to be invited to work on 
behalf of Detroit resi-
dents! 

  
In the days, weeks, and 
months to come, reader 
energy and best wishes on 
behalf of both the South-
west Detroit and Flint pro-
jects will be deeply appre-
ciated. 



Peace and Justice Hive 
We continue to rejoice in the 

growing Peace and Justice Hive in 

our Parish Office Wing at St. Pe-

ters. We are grateful to all the 

individuals and organizations sharing 

this space. Amazing work is hap-

pening in these halls. 

Thanks to the Buck Dinner for 

their support in helping us keep this 

space affordable for our tenants. 

Interested in renting space? Con-

tact Lydia at lydiaiwk@gmail.com 

or visit www.stpetersdetroit.org. 

Currently we are housing  

 Detroit Area Restorative Jus-

tice Center 

 Manna Clay Studio 

 Student Conservation Associa-

tion 

 CHIRP (Child Health Incubator 

Research Project)  

 Engine of Progress  

 Up Close and Personal 

 writing and art studio space.  

Book Groups Next Book: 

Just Jesus: My Struggle to Become Human by Walter Wink 

Reviewed by Bill Wylie-Kellermann 

 

This is a rare and remarkable book - rare, that a world class biblical scholar should tell an autobiography in 

relation to his study of scripture, remarkable that he should do so after, and even with candid reference to, 

being diagnosed with dementia. 

 

Walter Wink is known for his activist history of engagement and for his regular chronicling stories of non-

violence.  

 

In the 70’s he was denied tenure and academically black listed after publishing a book with the opening line: 

“Historical biblical criticism is bankrupt.” That story is briefly recounted. He assailed the myth of objectivity 

and argued for an engaged reading of the text. Frankly, this final book is the fruition and fulfillment of the 

first. In the wake of liberation theologies it’s now commonplace for authors to identify themselves and their 

social location.  In this book Wink takes that to its fullest implication: an entire autobiography of biblical 

placement. Word calling to Word. 

 

Moreover, given the dementia, the book itself is an effort of his “struggle to become human.” One certainly 

recognizes Walter’s voice, but less in the familiar crafted and noted style, rich in quotable one-liners. Such 

jewels are here, but this text is simpler, sparer, planer. Here is the memoir of one suffering the weight and 

creep of memory loss. Though it is a book he conceived and set to writing, it is lovingly sculpted by his part-

ner in all things, June Keener-Wink, and friend Stephen Berry, who supplemented with journal entries, pray-

ers, dreams, and judicious portions of his great work, The Human Being: Jesus and the Enigma of the Son of 

Man, which well frames the struggle (Jesus’, Walter’s, and our own) to become human. 

 



 

 

 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

Sunday– Service at 10:30am 

Monday– Book Group 7pm 

 

Saturday, June 14 Andru Bemis Concert 8pm 

Friday, June 20 Noetic Soul Night 7-10pm 

Friday, July 18  Noetic Soul Night 7-10pm 

Sunday, August 2 Julie Beutel leads music  

August 11-15  Peace Camp 

Friday, August 15 Noetic Soul Night 7-10pm 

 

 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

1950 Trumbull Street 

Detroit, MI 48216 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andru Bemis Concert 

Saturday, June 14, 8pm 

Please consider supporting St. Peter’s by   

making a tax deductible donation.  

Mail a check to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church to 

1950 Trumbull, Detroit, MI 48216  

Look for the paypal donate button on our 

website. www.stpetersdetroit.com 


