
  

includes hiring Wendy 

Culpepper (a Methodist 

Quaker) as a part-time book-

keeper. Welcome dear sister. 
 

And yet another welcome: 

Marcia Ledford will next 

month be assigned to St. 

Peter’s as a curate, an assis-

tant priest. A trained lawyer, 

a graduate of ETS and 

Church Divinity School of 

the Pacific, she brings many 

gifts among us. Marcia was  

ordained to the provisional 

diaconate on Saturday June 

22 11am at the Cathedral, 

and will be priested in De-

cember. She will split her 

time with a Lutheran col-

laborated new church start in 

Southwest Detroit and a 

small counseling project out 

of the Ruth Ellis Center. We 

are just beginning to discern 

her work among us. We wel-

come her and partner Linda 

to the city. 
 

And that’s just the begin-

ning. Read on. Send love 

and support. Come join us. 

For worship. For study. For 

discipleship community. For 

the practice of faith and jus-

tice. 

 

 

Love and prayers, 
Bill 

Beloved Friends of St Peter’s: 
 

 

 

It’s Ordinary time 

(lectionarywise we are com-

mended discipleship tutoring 

from Luke’s gospel), but the 

moment seems extraordi-

nary. Resurrection, non-

violence, and jubilee eco-

nomics are the order of the 

way. 
 

Lots is happening here. Feel 

the heft of this newsletter 

reflecting events in the city 

and lively changes among us 

in the congregation.  
 

The justice beehive has got-

ten busy, as they say. New 

tenants report it. Chief 

among them Meta Peace 

Team (formerly Michigan 

PT) filling our space with 

non-violence trainings and 

retreats. The Corktown Re-

storative Justice Center has 

merged with and rooted the 

Detroit Area Restorative 

Justice Network to broaden 

the effort (though without 

losing our neighborhood 

focus). And the Manna-

Works Clay studio is begin-

ning to turn pots. The kiln is 

hardwired and test fired.  
 

Our worshipspace now re-

flects a second gathering 

center at the back of the 

church, not just for potluck 

fellowship but to host a 

weekly meeting of coordina-

tion, strategy and resistance 

to the Emergency Manage-

ments of Detroit (and every 

other black city in Michi-

gan). Wednesdays at 4pm if 

you’d like to bring your 

body and spirit. 
 

Into the summer and perhaps 

fall some of us are being 

tried in 36th District Court 

for disrupting City Council 

with an hour and a half ren-

dition of We Shall Not Be 

Moved at the vote for the 

Jones Day contract, lynch 

pin of the current assault on 

self governance. 
  

In another space of our 

heart, this week Em Jacoby, 

Brian Klassen, and son 

Hendrik move to Chicago in 

pursuit of a doctoral resi-

dency in psychology. We 

remember with delight the 

Easter Sunday five years ago 

when they walked in the 

door and stayed. Their mar-

riage, birthing, Detroit river 

baptism, and endless culi-

nary delights, have all been 

momentous among us. There 

are tears of grief and reluc-

tant release. But we send 

them to what is next, even in 

hope of return. Vestry is 
stepping up to cover their 

volunteer work in matters 

financial among us and that 
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 the heart’s twine tightens with a pull. 

think today of brother love:  

a shared bed of fifteen years, 

night conversation when psyche lulls 

and adolescent dreams entangle; 

unequal costumes of the big boys ruse, 

still yet best friends with the little boys 

juggling and passing in a single dance; 

our backyard playbook, the weave in a church gym,  

the inside outside game we now have noticed and told. 

even a time and taste for exotic pipes and talk. 

i remember your partner-finding, true and certain, 

and the wedding with cello strings where I decried the war. 

then showed up broke and broken,  

a bad guest presuming welcome and finding it. 

the turn of the page, 

when first I called you for ecclesial advice or, better, wisdom. 

elder brother who? 

 

yes, you chose, 

but you were born for this 

called even in our mother’s womb 

a vocation intricately wrought. 

your bones and genes convey it. 

wonder not that you are recipe keeper, 

administering arts of measuring spoon and cup, 

the forms of hospitality a family takes. 

her hands teach the texture and the rolling of dough. 

sweet tears, the tablesetting,  

and, oh joy! all the places filled. 

these are pastoral gifts, sacraments in veil 

 

but I look at your hands and see our father’s - 

tender calloused with pastoral cares. 

though he stood firm in the pulpit 

he gestures as you come down to pace the isle 

telling the Word by heart 

summoning the old story to get up and walk, 

humbly with justice and kindness. 

those hands that break bread  

to pass along the line, the rail, the circle; 

trickle water through fingers upon 

a newborn disciples’s brow; 

anoint at bedside the needs of grace or will  

before the chemo, the cut, the rigors of cure,  

or in the parlor touch hands folded stiff and final (not final): 

commend bodies beloved, earth to blessed earth 

and lift in benediction 

thanks and hope. 

 

so.  

turn now this wheel, with jubal sound, 

mark this confirmation jubilee. 

proclaim the acceptable year of rest for earth and soul. 

release and be released. go. 

another generation calls across the water. 

delights summon and await. 

while looking back, over the bay, 

a moon in phase rises. 

Blessing for Jimmy Upon Retirement 

June 8, 2013 
 

Brothers Jim Kellermann and Bill Wylie-Kellermann are both United Methodist pastors. While their ministries have looked very 

different, they have both been teachers and friends to each other. This year, Jimmy retires. Bill wrote this poem to honor that mo-

ment and give thanks to his brother.  
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On Giving 
 

 

In February 2012, I decided to start attending St. Peter’s church. I had been seeking out a spiritual community where I 

would feel moved to be myself and share the presence of God in my life with others. I made a commitment to attend 

church through lent of 2012 and then re-evaluate whether or not this was the place for me. During that Lenten practice, I 

wanted to quit going every week. I also was determined not to get involved because I really wasn’t sure about this 

church thing anyway. Well, after lent, I continued going to St. Peter’s I decided to make this community my spiritual 

home. How did this happen? Well, it kind of snuck up on me. In retrospect, it is about giving. The “giving” I witnessed 

and directly benefitted from is why I stayed.  A person’s kindness toward me without asking for anything, the beauty of 

the shared service, the potluck, the music so freely given by folks in and out of the congregation are just a few examples 

of what made a huge difference for me.  I started giving of myself without even noticing. It just came out of me! 
 

I want to make a pitch for “giving”. Most people think that giving has to do with money. Sometimes it does, and we 

need some, but most of what I am talking about is giving of who you really are as a human being. Think about your 

strengths and weaknesses. Give your strengths to our church community. We need them and you. Maybe your strength 

is to listen and accompany folks in need of companionship. Maybe your strength is welcoming people, singing or play-

ing music, being with children or elders. Maybe you work with you hands and create beautiful art or repair broken 

pipes. Maybe you love to organize, garden, play games, or read scripture. Whatever your strength may be, it is wel-

comed and needed.  
  

When we give of ourselves, we almost never know in that moment what a difference we make to others. Most of us 

don’t think we make a difference at all. This is not true. At St. Peter’s, you will be welcomed for who you are as a hu-

man being with all that has happened to you in your life. YOU are actually the biggest gift. We need to remind each 

other of this from time to time. 
 

Let our spiritual community see your struggles/weaknesses. You will get a hand with them from someone like me who 

just started “giving” in the midst of her own struggles. Can’t beat that! If you are having trouble feeling like you really 

have anything to offer, or are not sure how you want to give of you gifts, talk to me, members of the vestry or anyone 

sitting in the pews. We will listen and remind you of what is true about you.  
 

St. Peter’s has several committees in need of more participation. They are as follows: Liturgy, Hospitality, Finance, 

Building and Grounds Keeping, Fundraising, Garden, Youth Outreach and Programming to name a few. Please ask Bill 

or one of the vestry folks how you can get more involved. See you on Sunday! 

See you on Sunday.                               

 

With love and respect,  

Cindy Tobias 
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Book Group 
 

For over 5 years now Monday nights have been book 

night at St. Peter's.  A wide range of topics and authors 

have provoked stimulating discussion, always including 

the book's relevance for the St. Peter community.  For at 

least the next few months Monday nights will go from 

studying a book to studying The Book.  Readings will 

focus on the  lectionary offerings for the upcoming 

Sunday.   The format will be lightly structured, 

beginning with reading the passages aloud, followed by 

a discussion.  Usually a rotating leader will suggest a 

few questions for consideration but the discussion is 

pretty self generating.  The night ends with 

compline.  We begin at 7:00 p.m. in the library of the 

parish hall and end about 8:30p.m.   All are welcome, 

whether members of St. Peter's or not.        

What’s Happening at St. Peters? 

Everyone Deserves A Place Called Home 
By Janet Ray 
 

Many people feel alone and isolated.  Some people have negative experiences with religious institutions.  Others 

love diversity in all its wonderful colors, genders, income and beliefs. Some want  their social justice activism  to be 

encourage by being around like-minded people whose motivation is their love for the city of Detroit and in their 

quest to know God better.  St.   Peter's church provides a home where you can feel safe, welcome and inspired.  Be 

yourself with all your questioning and wonderful gifts of just being you.  Let St Peter's be your spiritual home to 

help you heal from past hurts and propel you to new experiences of your spiritual self.  The St. Peter's community 

wants to be your home.  You deserve it!  
 

Questions.  Doubts.  Want more information, call Janet at 313.320.4850 or email at janetrayusa@yahoo.com 

St. Peter’s Baby Boom:  

Isaac Wylie-Fahey, Hendrik Jacoby-Klassen, Noah DaVia 

Manna Community Garden 
 

By Pat Kolan,  

Garden Coordinator 
 

The garden is offering 

spinach that overwin-

tered--imagine it even 

throughout our long, 

cold winter and early 

spring!  Hardy!, like 

the men who come by 

to ask about what's going to be planted, or to help with 

the hoses when I'm watering or distribute 5 gallon 

buckets of compost on the 9 raised beds.  Most will be 

veggies, the one with strawberries I notices already 

has a few blossoms and the beginnings of some fruit, 

and a 10th smaller bed will hopefully have rhubarb 

this year.  There are 3 additional beds that are usually 

dedicated to flowers and herbs.  The 2 plum and 2 

pear trees added last year are in blossom along with 2 

others from previous years.  The raspberry canes, 

while not trimmed back last fall are starting out with 

healthy looking leaves. 
 

I've planted 3 beds with bold crops:  collards, dino 

kale, broccoli cabbages, onions, swiss chard, beets, 

spinach, mustard and mixed greens, lettuce and 

peas.  Three of the remaining 5 have been prepped--

could use help getting 2  veggie and 3 flower beds 

prepped.  Long grass around the beds needs to be 

trimmed and wood chips laid between beds and 

around fruit trees. 
 

I love hearing the folks who stop by tell stories of 

grandparents' farm in Alabama and Aunties' garden in 

the backyard here in Detroit.   

tel:313.320.4850
mailto:janetrayusa@yahoo.com
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What’s Happening at St. Peters? 

Request for Support 
 

While St. Peter’s is alive and growing with people and work, we continue to struggle financially. The work we want to do doesn’t 

balance with our books. This year at St. Peter’s, each of us has spent time thinking about whether we can give a little more.  

 

We would ask for your help too. If you are able to offer a financial contribution to St. Peter’s, it would be greatly appreciated. It 

would go to the work of building community, keeping jobs in a local economy, planting gardens, creating art, a constant work for 

justice, and celebrating the spirit.  

 

You can send a tax-deductible gift to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church at 1950 Trumbull, Detroit, MI 48216. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resistance to Emergency Manager 
By Joan Smith 

 
 

In a public meeting held around the time Kevyn Orr was appointed, Councilwoman Joann Watson called for the citizens 

of Detroit to become creatively ungovernable.  In response to this call, some St. Peter’s members joined with commu-

nity activists and AFCSME members to slow down Detroit’s highways as a challenge to the commerce-driven routine 

and fast-pace that governs our day-to-day and has served as an invitation to Emergency Managers.  We woke early, 

hung large “NO EM” banners from highway overpasses, and drove slow: two to a car, a car in each lane, lined up next 

to each other at 10 miles an hour.  For me, it was a meditation on slowness as necessary to asking questions of our daily 

habits; it was also an important addition to the Detroit dialogue on how to be creatively ungovernable and in opposition 

to corporate take-over.   
 

While the slow-downs were happening, I was surprised at the excitement people had for taking action, for engaging in 

complicated conversations, and also surprised that the act of saying “No” was simultaneously a practice of saying 

“Yes.”  Responding yes to waking up early and risking a traffic ticket, is getting in the way of, thus a physical “No” to 

commerce and take-over.   We had to be affirming our position of opposition.   We worked together on banners, a few 

people built a large Synder paper mache puppet, a couple hip hop artists collaborated on a few tracks about the Emer-

gency Managers, and although there are no longer slow-downs there continues to be dialogue, artistic expression, pro-

test, and other ways in which we are affirming one another in our dissent. 
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Report on Roy Bourgeois’ Visit to St. Peter’s  

and the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan Ministry Fair 
Gail M. Presbey, St. Peter’s member 

 

 

 On April 18, Roy Bourgeois gave a moving talk to a large audi-

ence who had gathered to hear him speak. Both Fr. Tom Lumpkin and 

Rev. Bill Wylie-Kellerman welcomed Roy, and gave moving introductions 

and testimonies to the importance of Roy’s work and witness. Even before 

beginning his talk, the audience gave Roy a standing ovation. His works 

for peace and justice in Latin America, as well as his calls for reform of 

the Catholic Church, were widely known. The audience gathered also 

knew that he paid a high personal price for his principled stand on 

women’s ordination in the Catholic Church. As the most recent step in a 

series of reprimands, the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the 

Faith dismissed Fr. Roy from the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers in fall of 

2012.  

 

Much of what he shared echoed his story as he has written it in a booklet 

entitled “My Journey from Silence to  

Solidarity” (available online at www.roybourgeoisjourney.org). He is no 

stranger to injustice and danger. Roy had  

earlier served in the Navy in Vietnam. He then joined the Maryknoll order, was ordained a priest, and went to Bolivia 

to work at a Maryknoll mission. A proponent of Liberation Theology, Fr. Roy lived in the slums to serve the poor who 

were oppressed by a brutal US-backed dictator there. Standing for justice, he eventually was arrested and had to leave 

the country. Returning to the US, he committed himself to building a movement to close the School of the Americas, a 

US military training camp for Latin American military personnel (www.soaw.org). These military trainees learned 

counter-insurgency, tactics that amounted to terrorism, and used these skills against their own people to keep right-

wing governments aligned with the US in power. Fr. Roy’s research uncovered links between the US government and 

coups against democratically elected governments, and persecution of union leaders and human rights activists. In-

deed, SOA graduates were involved in the murders of Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Romero in 1980, and the six Jesu-

its, their housekeeper and her daughter at the University of Central America in 1989. 

 

However, it is Roy’s stance on women’s ordination that has gotten him into his current trouble with the Vatican. Roy 

wrote Pope John Paul II on this issue in 1995. Instead of reconsidering, the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of 

the Faith declared in May 2008 that any woman who attempts to become a priest, and any clergy who attempts to  

ordain her, will be automatically (“latae sententiae”) excommunicated (prohibited from participating in liturgical  

worship and church governance). It was soon afterward, on August 9, 2008, that Fr. Roy presented a homily at the  

ordination of Janice Sevre-Duszynska. In Roy’s letter explaining why he could not recant of his actions, he described 

what he and the women priests were doing as acts of conscience similar to those done by Rosa Parks.  

 

During Q and A at St. Peter’s he also addressed the issue of the Catholic Church’s stance toward homosexuality and 

said that what the catechism said on the topic was cruel. Roy shared that he had some hope that Pope Francis, with his 

commitment to the poor and his simple lifestyle, might be sympathetic to an appeal of Roy’s case. But he was disheart-

ened about Pope Francis’ stance toward the Leadership Conference of Women Religious. Roy expressed his solidarity 

with the LCWR and their determination to assert “We are the church!”  In the shadow of the sex abuse scandals, he 

considers women religious to be the authentic teachers of faith and morals in the Catholic Church today. Of his Church 

he mused, “We’ve lost our way.” He wondered why the Vatican felt it necessary to ban even discussing the possibility 

of ordaining women priests. He reminded the audience that Jesus himself never used the words “infallibility” or 

“excommunication.” Jesus never used spiritual violence. At the end of his talk, Roy sold copies of the documentary 

“Pink Smoke over the Vatican,” about the struggle for women’s ordination in the Catholic Church.  

 

Continued on page 11. 

http://www.roybourgeoisjourney.org
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   Em and Brian Say Goodbye...  

              As they head for the Windy City 

Goodbye, St. Peter’s. 

 

Would you believe that we found you by Googling 

“Episcopal Churches in Detroit”?  After moving here, I 

had endured enough loneliness and preoccupation with 

school that I really needed to find a church.  I studied the 

website and drove by one Sunday.  It was 11:30am, and 

after seeing (maybe) three cars in the parking lot, I 

promptly drove back to my apartment.  I called Em, who 

lived in Vermont at the time.  “What if they are weird?” I 

remember saying.        

 

Well, a few weeks later we showed up again –this time 

with my parents in tow –on Easter Sunday, of all days.  

The details of that day are lost on me now, but as we all 

circled up for the healing prayer, I knew that St. Peter’s 

was a place that would challenge us, both to be open to community with others, and to lay down roots in Detroit.  

Because we were open to walking through those doors and joining hands with a bunch of strangers, our lives have 

become richer and fuller than we could have hoped.   

 

A few years ago, we ran into Bill at Dally in the Alley, in the middle of a crowded concert.  We yelled to him: “We’re 

getting married…at St. Peter’s!” He literally leapt for joy. 

 

Our engagement party was hilarious.  Everyone brought garlic dishes because garlic is known for its ability to “excite the 

lower passions”.  For months afterward, I had trouble wrapping my mind around the fact that a church group threw us a 

party on the premise that the “lower passions” were something that ought to be excited.  But that’s the kind of 

community St. Peter’s is.     

 

We think about all the changes we’ve seen.  When we first showed up, we were the youngest people.  This was before 

Jeanie Wylie community.  Corktown was just starting to become hip.  And it was before, Noah, Hendrik, and Isaac were 

even born.  Now the joke is that St. Peter’s will need a Sunday school.   

 

We think, also, about all the things we’ve shared with this community.  Eric Halbeisen has given us probably 100+ CDs 

over the years.  We learned from Tana Moore the secret to a good salad: just throw a bunch of tasty things in a bowl and 

don’t worry about it making sense.  We would be happy to listen to John Meyer hold forth on any topic, and equally 

happy to eat Kathleen’s salad dressing.  We knew Lydia and Erinn were something special when they preached on their 

trip to Palestine.   

 

We’ll remember the Good Friday walks, Easter vigils, garden blessings, All Saints Day, and Taize.  

 

For all these and more, hidden in our hearts, we thank God.  

 

It’s strange that the same sense of openness would now take us away from here to Chicago.  I don’t think Em or I have 

ever felt totally convicted that we know what God’s plan is for us.  I can say that we tried to figure it out this time, and 

we’ve struggled for months with the possibility of leaving versus staying.  Perhaps it will all make sense someday. 

 

We love you all, 

Brian, Em, & Hendrik 
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Parish Hall Peace and Justice Hive 
www.stpetersdetroit.com/peace-and-hustice-hive 

Our Parish Hall Wing is now almost full with organizations committed to justice, art,  and the city. We have 

the Corktown Restorative Justice Center,  Student Conservation Association, Meta Peace Team, Detroit Com-

munity Arts Alliance,  Manna Clay Space, Boggs Educational Center, and art and writing studios. 

 

At St. Peter’s we are grateful to have the space to be able to offer a home for these remarkable organizations. It 

feels like the church space is alive with work and movement. Thank you to all who walk the halls. Below is an 

update from the organizations about their work.  

 

You are invited to join this hive of  space or have questions, contact Lydia Wylie-Kellermann at   

lydiaiwk@gmail.com or 313-595-1967.  

MannaWorks Clay Studio 
Denise Griebler 
 

The clay studio on the 2nd floor of the Hive is beginning to come together.  Thanks to Luke, Joan & Vicente, 

the machines were carried up from the basement, assembled and set in place.  The kitchen has been cleared out 

and cleaned up.  And Thanks to Paul and Tom Wertz the kiln is connected!  So the three wheels are spinning, 

the slab rolling table is ready to roll, and the clay is in!  We still need to test fire the kiln, which will happen 

soon.  

 

During the month of June we'll build a big work table for the center of the room, continue to set up the work 

spaces and  test the glazes.  I'll be working in the studio Mondays and Tuesdays all summer long.  These will 

be days when I hope interested MannaMeal guests will come up and see the studio and maybe even make 

something.  Luke is set to help spread the word and be the link between the the soup kitchen and the clay stu-

dio.  I'm thinking about projects that will be an enjoyable and easy way in. Who Knows how it will all actually 

unfold.  I'm trusting that it will be good. 

 

I'm also interested in exploring ways to work with organizations in the Hive or neighborhood to arrange a 

workshop or short series of classes in the clay studio that would fit with the programing being planned this 

summer.  Talk with me if you are interested in organizing something like that.  And feel free to stop in when 

I'm in the studio! 

Student Conservation Association 
 

The Detroit Student Conservation Association has moved upstairs and is gearing up for our summer De-

troit Conservation Leadership Corps program. We will be creating 80 youth employment opportunities 

for high school students working on various environmental conservation projects throughout the city's 

parks and neighborhood green spaces. The seasonal full time staff are Amit Weitzer, program Manager, 

Alycia Chuney, Apprentice Program Coordinator and Jasmine Noble, Program Assistant. We are looking 

forward to building community with all the folks in St. Peters! 

mailto:lydiaiwk@gmail.com
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Meta Peace Team 
 

Meta Peace Team (formerly Michigan Peace Team) is 

thrilled to open its new Detroit office at St. Peter’s (our main 

office is in Lansing).  MPT is celebrating twenty years of 

placing international and domestic peace teams in places of 

conflict where we have been invited to provide third-party 

nonviolent intervention (TPNI).  Our work international has 

taken us to Chiapas, Mexico, Bosnia, Haiti, Iraq, Ciudad 

Juarez, Mexico, Panama, Cairo, Egypt, the Sinai Peninsula, 

Gaza, Israel and the West Bank where we have had a near-

continuous presence for the past several years.  

 

Recently we received invitations to send teams to Honduras and El Salvador. We have placed domestic peace 

teams at the Timothy McVeigh execution, the Arab-American Festival, the 2008 Republican Convention, and 

Pride Day in Lansing to name only a few. Our most recent peace team was invited to the state capitol by moth-

ers organizing for sane gun policies.  Anyone who has taken our eight-hour nonviolence training is eligible to 

serve on a domestic team. In addition to providing nonviolence trainings to community organizations, faith-

based communities, and schools, MPT offers speakers on a variety of topics related to peacemaking and pub-

lishes a quarterly newsletter. We are also part of the Shanti Sana Network, a web of peace teams that held its 

second national conference at our new Detroit office over Memorial Day weekend (pic above). To receive our 

newsletter, sign up for a training, or to find out more about our work, visit www.metapeaceteam.org or call 

313-520-7465 or email metapeaceteam.detroit@gmail.com. 

 

We look forward to partnering with our new neighbors and exploring the ways we can support the work for 

peace going on in Detroit. We are committed to the city and are anxious to working together.  

Restorative Justice Center 
 

As spring begins, the Detroit Area Restorative Justice Network (DARJN) and the Corktown Restorative Jus-

tice (RJ) Center are working on establishing a more solid role in our community.  The Corktown RJ Center 

continues to host first Wednesday Circles with people who attend Manna Meal and others in the Corktown 

community.  In addition, we are now open from 11am-7pm on Tuesdays if people want to drop in with ques-

tions or need support with working out conflicts.   

 

With the DARJN, on Saturday, April 27th approximately 40 people gathered at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 

Corktown to listen, learn, and vision how restorative practices and restorative justice can and could impact De-

troit.  The main theme that resonated throughout the day is that we are the ones that we have been waiting for 

and we want to live in a world where restorative practices and restorative justice is not an idea that is imple-

mented within certain sectors of society or communities, but that it is just the way that we live.   

 

Throughout all of this work, we are hoping to build more community with people in the neighborhood.  Please 

be in touch with us if you need support with working out a non-legal conflict and/or if you would like to offer 

your skills and experience with us.  We can be reached at detroitrestorativejustice@gmail.com.  Happy Spring! 

http://www.metapeaceteam.org
mailto:metapeaceteam.detroit@gmail.com
mailto:detroitrestorativejustice@gmail.com
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Boggs Education Center 
 

The James and Grace Lee Boggs School  

is taking applications! 
 

We will be accepting applications for students in Kindergar-

ten through 4th Grade for the 2013-14 school year beginning 

on April 1, 2013. 

 

Applications 
Applications can be downloaded from our website 

(www.boggseducationalcenter.org) or picked up at the 

Church of the Messiah, 231 E. Grand Blvd., Detroit, MI 48207 (Mon & Wed 9-5, Tue & Th 9-6, and Sun 12-7) begin-

ning April 1, 2013.  

 

Printed and signed applications may be returned: 

In person*: The Church of the Messiah, 231 E. Grand Blvd., Detroit, MI 48207, during the times above; OR 

By mail: The Boggs Educational Center Project Team, 553 E. Kirby St., Detroit, MI 48202. 

 

*Applications can also be picked up in the lobby of The Hive at St. Peter's Episcopal Church, but access to the building 

is limited to tenants and their visitors.  Completed applications picked up at the Hive may be mailed to the address above 

or put under the door in Room #32 on the third floor.  

 

Our open enrollment period ends May 31, 2013.  We will continue to accept applications all year, but applications 

received after this date will not be given priority and will not be part of the random selection drawing if one is needed. 

 

Note: Applications must be printed, signed, and returned.  The Boggs School cannot accept electronic applications. 

Detroit Community Arts Alliance 

The Detroit Community Arts Alliance (DCAA) is an administrative collaboration of 4 arts organizations: Heritage 

Works, Living Arts, Matrix Theatre, and VSA Michigan. The focus of these nonprofits' programming is primarily 

in Detroit, but also extends to surrounding areas and throughout Michigan. DCAA organizations have a combined an-

nual operating budget of approximately $2 million and offer high quality arts programs that deeply engage 3,900 

youth and reach an additional 20,000 individuals of all ages with arts exposure activities. 

DCAA builds upon existing models of shared administrative systems to create a new approach to fund development, 

financial management, and evaluation.  DCAA fosters institutional transformation in each of these areas, in which 

achieving best practices is often daunting for small organizations to accomplish alone. 

Through DCAA, the communities served by the four alliance nonprofits will enjoy stronger social outcomes, experi-

ence first rate cultural offerings, and become members and employees of vibrant arts-based businesses. 

www.detroitcaa.org 

Upcoming events: Two DCAA nonprofit leaders, Cara Graninger (Living Arts) and Rhonda Green (Heritage Works) 

will be speaking on a panel during the Allied Media Conference titled "The Rubber and the Road of Collaboration."  

http://www.boggseducationalcenter.org
http://heritageworks.org
http://heritageworks.org
http://livingartsdetroit.org
http://matrixtheatre.org
http://vsami.org
http://www.detroitcaa.org
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Report on Roy Bourgeois’ Visit to St. Peter’s, and the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan Ministry Fair (Cont) 

By Gail Presby 

It was only a brief while after Roy Bourgeois’ talk that there came the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan Ministry Fair at 

St. Paul’s Cathedral on May 4. Among the many offerings there was a workshop on blessings for same sex unions in the 

Episcopal Church. Workshop leaders Rev. Joe Summers and Rev. Alan Gibson shared the liturgy included in I Will 

Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing, a book of liturgical resources that has been authorized for provisional use by the 

77th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, July 2012. They also shared the December 1, 2012 statement of the 

Rt. Reverend Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan. Our Bishop explains that, respecting 

the diversity of opinions within the Episcopal Church, no clergy member will be coerced into performing this service if 

their conscience dictates otherwise. However for those who want to do so, they can bless same-sex unions, in a beautiful 

service that shares much in common with marriage rituals (although it is clearly distinct, because the State of Michigan 

does not recognize same sex unions as legal marriage). However, as our workshop leaders pointed out, when this same 

service is performed in a State that recognizes legal marriage for same sex couples, the same ritual is considered a wed-

ding. This liturgy stresses that God calls people to enter certain close relationships with each other, and so a covenantal 

union with another person is a vocation. The fruitfulness of the couple is considered in a broad sense. While it may in-

clude children, fruitfulness can also involve helping the community.  

 

As a quick historical background to the somewhat overlapping issues of ordination of women, ordination of gay and 

lesbian clergy, and same-sex union blessings and marriage, let me mention these facts: The Anglican Church ordained 

its first woman priest in 1944, and ordained more in the 1970s. In 1944, the ordination occurred first without prior ap-

proval of the Anglican Communion. It was wartime, and Florence Li Tim-Oi was ordained to help minister to Chinese 

Christians after the Japanese invasion of China. Since she knew her ordination was controversial, she resigned her li-

cence when the Second World War ended. But when Hong Kong ordained two more women priests in 1971, they also 

officially recognized Florence Li Tim-Oi at that time as well. (The Episcopal Church now recognizes January 24 as her 

Feast Day).  

 

In 1974 in the Episcopal Church, three Bishops ordained 11 women without first having received recommendation from 

the Standing Committee. These ordinations were eventually approved by the general Convention of the Episcopal 

Church in 1976. The Episcopal Church in the US (since 1989) and several Anglican churches also have women bishops. 

In 2006 the Episcopal Church elected Katherine Jefferts Schori to be the (first woman) Presiding Bishop of the Episco-

pal Church. She also became the first woman Primate in the Anglican Communion. A study of ordination in the Church 

of England showed that in 2010, the majority of priests ordained were women (290 women and 273 men). Currently, 

one out of five paid parish clergy in the Church of England are women. 

 

Regarding the issue of homosexuality, the Episcopal Convention in 1976 stated that homosexuals are children of God 

who deserve acceptance, pastoral care, and equal protection under the law. In 1977 the first openly homosexual priest, 

Ellen Barrett, was ordained. In 2003 the Episcopal Church elected its first openly homosexual bishop, Gene Robinson of 

New Hampshire (now retired). In July 2009 the Episcopal Bishops allowed Bishops to bless same sex unions. They af-

firmed that any ordained ministry is open to homosexuals, and asked that a service be created to bless same sex unions. 

This history has been a rocky road and there is a diversity of opinion on these developments in the Episcopal Church. 

Nevertheless this process has resulted in the current acceptance of same sex blessings, or in States where it is allowed 

by law, weddings, of same-sex couples. 

 

As the Episcopal Church evolves its position on these issues, other Christian churches are challenged to consider their 

own positions on these issues. 

 

St. Peter’s has a DVD of Fr. Roy’s talk for sale. If you would like one, please ask Rev. Bill Wylie-Kellerman for a copy. 
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Upcoming Events Calendar 
 

 

 

Sunday– Service at 10:30am 

Monday– Book Group 7pm 
 

 

 

Sun, July 21  Welcoming Service Marcia Ledford 

Sun, Aug11 Julie Beutel sings at Service 

Sat, Oct 12 Festival of the Arts 

Sat, Nov 9 Ange Smith and Blue Gardenias 

Sun, Nov 24 Homecoming Service 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
1950 Trumbull Street 
Detroit, MI 48216 

For Rent: Leverette House 
 

St. Peter's Episcopal Church has a two story house 

that we are looking to rent. The house is on 

Leverette Street just east of Trumbull right next to 

the church parking lot. The space could be rented 

as either residential or business. It is a two story 

house with three bedrooms. It is available for 

$1100 plus utilities.  

We are looking for folks who share a vision with 

St. Peters, who embrace the presence of the soup 

kitchen, and who are committed to the work of 

Peace and Justice in the city. 

 

If you are interested in looking at the space, 

please call or email. Lydia Wylie-Kellermann 313

-595-1967 or email lydiaiwk@gmail.com. 

To make a tax deductible donation, you can mail a check to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church to 1950 Trumbull St, Detroit, MI 48216 


